
Each year, the Louisiana Trust for Historic Preservation recognizes the 

state’s ten most endangered historic properties to draw attention to the 

importance of historic preservation of our rich Louisiana history.  In the 

past ten years, Central Louisiana has had seven properties listed on the 

Louisiana Trust's 10 Most Endangered list.  Today, we will be touring six 

of the seven properties.  We hope you enjoy the tour.   

 

We shape our 

buildings; thereafter 

our buildings shape us.  

Winston Churchill  
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B E N N E T T V I L L E  

Ezra Bennett (1808-1875) came from New York while in his 

early twenties to teach school in Cheneyville, but he became 

a storekeeper on the Boeuf in the 1830s.  He established a 

small dynasty at a bend of the Bayou Boeuf, which became 

known as ―Bennettville.‖  With only 200 acres of land, small 

for a plantation,  the astute Bennett was named one of the 

leading planters of Rapides Parish by J.W. Dorr, traveling newspaper reporter 

from the New Orleans-Times Picayune.  ―Bennett’s Store on the Boeuf has re-

mained a landmark in the central Louisiana area since the time of Ezra’s owner-

ship.  The house and store have been relocated to Inglewood Plantation and have 

been meticulously restored by Catherine and Scott Anderson.  In the words of 

Johnathan Fricker, the Bennettville store is the most architecturally significant plantation store in Louisiana.   

Organized by the 

H I S T O R I C A L  A S S O C I A T I O N  O F  

C E N T R A L  L O U I S I A N A   

C O T T O N  B R O T H E R S  B A K E R Y  

This building, with its bold lines, asymmetrical composition and horizontal emphasis is an excellent example of the art 

deco style popular in the late 1920’s and 1930’s.  There are 

very few surviving examples of this style in Alexandria. 

The Cotton Brothers (Bill and Hub) built this structure in1932 to 

house their bakery.  That business (now located on MacArthur 

Drive) and the Cotton Family still play an important role in the 

commerce of Alexandria. 

Upon relocation of the bakery in 1957, the building was pur-

chased by Mr. Morgan Walker.  A prominent local businessman, 

Mr. Walker expanded the building and made it the headquarters 

for his growing business, the Continental Southern Bus Lines, 

forerunner of Continental Trailways. 

In February of 2008, a local demolition contractor purchased the building and after failing to sell the property began 

demolition.  Quick action by the Alexandria Historic Preservation Commission succeeded in delaying the demolition 

while efforts were being made to locate a purchaser and develop a plan for the restoration of the building.  The Red 

Cross has now purchased the building and has started the renovation. 
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The Parish House has been totally gutted out in order to renovate.  

Yes, there is much going on at Mount Olivet. 

The goal is still the same and will not change, and that is for Mount Olivet Chapel 

to be restored to its original state when built in 1858.   

This endeavor was one of the Bishop’s first priorities when he came to the dio-

cese as bishop, and one of his first goals was the removal of the "addition" placed 

upon the back of the chapel about 25-30 years ago ... and it is gone! 

Anticipated time for completion is about another 8-9 months, and then it is 

Bishop MacPherson’s intention to have a grand service of rededication. 

C O N E R L Y   

Conerly, which was listed, along with ten other properties, on the National Register in 

1984, features a Neo-Classical design typical of Bayou Rapides plantation farm homes.  

This plantation farm house was built in 1884 by Samuel L. Conerly who moved from Pike 

County Mississippi to Rapides Parish with his brothers to take up cotton planting. The 

home is typical of what a middle class family might 

have had in post Civil War Alexandria.  The architec-

ture of the home reflects a Louisiana style adapted to 

the warm climate and a French influence with a long 

front gallery, two front doors and room to room con-

struction without any halls.  When the house was rescued and moved in 2004 from 

Bayou Rapides to its present location, it still retained its aedicule style mantels, heav-

ily paneled interior doors, Doric columns and large panes of glass in the double 

French doors.  

 

T H O M P S O N - H A R G I S  M A N S I O N  

The Thompson-Hargis house was built in 1907 by Mr. and Mrs. B.F. Thompson, Sr.  The Thompsons did not have an 

architect, but simply designed and built the house using expert craftsmen of the area.  Little has been done to the 

house and it largely appears the same as it when it was built in 1907.  The house was occupied until 1993 when Manie 

Hargis, the original builder's daughter, passed away. The entry has leaded glass double doors and curly pine wainscot-

ing which continues down the hall.  The stairway has a column on 

each side, hand-carved beading on the newell posts and a com-

plex hand-carved double curve banister rail at the landing.  This 

house still has its original light fixtures throughout.  In the parlor 

is a large tiled fireplace and beautiful mirrored mantel.  The fire-

places were converted to gas heaters.  On the first floor is the 

parlor, dining room, side hall, downstairs bedroom, living room, 

side porch, kitchen, butler's pantry and servant's stairway.  On 

the second floor is the central hall, four bedrooms and a sleeping 

porch.  The servant's quarters is located in the back of the house.   

During its prime, this house was filled with Eastlake furniture, oil 

paintings, floral and oriental carpets, glass lamps, marble top 

tables, and bird's eye maple bedroom furniture.  This house still 

sits on close to four acres of land.  The property backs up to Cook 

Street and the front of the property faces Florence Avenue. 
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H O T E L  B E N T L E Y  

The Hotel Bentley!  The name conjures up something remarkable:  Joseph A. Bentley conceived this Queen-along–the-

Red— its grand and lasting construction.  The Hotel Bentley is now celebrating its 102nd birthday.  Now occupying a city 

block overlooking the Red River, the building originally had a frontage of 210 ft. on 

DeSoto (its grand entry) and 124 ft. on Second St. and 94 ft. frontage on Third St.  

This magnificent structure has five stories and a basement.  The 

principal entrance — a 90 x 15 ft. loggia with seven 

double doors — is still gained by climbing two flights 

of wide marble steps.  The 100 ft. lobby was deco-

rated with representations of all 50 states both with 

names and paintings, seven of them murals.  Other 

scenes were painted in the public rooms, including a 

representation of Venice in the Italian Banquet Hall — a huge mural 180 ft. in length and 5 ft. high.  The 

Bentley boasts ornamental plaster molding  by German artisans throughout.  There were many public 

rooms, writing rooms, a billiard room and rathskeller with a unique marble bar 40 ft. long with a solid 

mahogany top, buffet, lavatory, 12 chair barber shop, cigar stand, stenographer and telegraph offices, 

parlors, café, dining and banquet rooms, and a bridal chamber. 

M T .  S H I L O H  B A P T I S T  C H U R C H  

Since 1882 the site of Shiloh Baptist Church has been the meeting place for an African-American congregation. The 

Church building is 103 years old and as such, one of the oldest church structures in the city.  This is an important site 

with strong ties to our past.  The present brick building was constructed in 1904. 

The Shiloh Missionary Baptist Church was organized the second Sunday in June in 1882 

by a group of five members.  The first services were held in a small frame building and the 

Rev. A.M. Newman was the church’s first pastor.  On January 11, 1885 Israel Thomas was 

ordained pastor.  The corner stone of the current church was laid the 2nd Sunday in June 

1890 with a membership of 225. 

The Shiloh Missionary Baptist Church is a good example of the turn of the century Renais-

sance architecture in the area. 

The building has been listed with a local realtor and is for sale.  The congregation has relo-

cated and is building a new church. 

M T .  O L I V E T  C H A P E L  A N D  P A R I S H  H A L L   

Mt. Olivet Chapel renovations are well under way. 

In the words of Bishop Bruce MacPherson – ―there is much going on at Mt. Olivet‖. 

The Bishop and his staff moved out of the Parish House (the Diocesan House office) in mid-June to facilitate the work 

that is taking place on both structures simultaneously.  

All of the flooring is out of the Chapel and major construction is taking place with the replacement of the footings 

(pillars) that hold up the building.  The bell tower was removed earlier on and is being rebuilt; and the light fixtures in 

the chapel are in New Orleans being restored. 


